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Name of the Event: 1st Annual National Conference on “Advances in Plant Biology” 
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Convenors: Dr Arti Mishra and Dr Ridhi Khurana  
Co-Convenor: Dr Pooja Jha Maity, Dr Savita and Dr Sahil Mehta 

 
1st Annual National Conference on “Advances in plant Biology” APB2022 was organized by 
Department of Botany, Hansraj College, University of Delhi on 09.12.2022 at 9.00 AM onwards. 
Conference was sponsored by Biokart India Pvt Ltd, Xploregen and Insecticides (India) Limited. 

 
Venue: Library Auditorium, Hansraj College 

 
 

Conference was inaugurated by Prof. Rama (Principal, Hansraj College), Prof. Akhilesh Tyagi 

(Senior Professor at Department of Plant Molecular Biology, University of Delhi, South 
Campus) as the Chief Guest and Dr. Gopaljee Jha (Scientist at National Institute of Plant 

genome Research, New Delhi).  
Conference received overwhelming 167 online registrations and 7 on-spot registrations. 

Conference was attended by more than 150 participants including undergraduate and Post 

Graduate students, Ph.D. scholars, young researchers, proficient teaching faculty, Scientists and 

people from Industries. Besides Hansraj College, participants came from different colleges of 

University of Delhi including Ramjas College, Dayal Singh College, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 

College, Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Khalsa College, Maitreyi College, Hindu college and 

Bhaskaracharya College of Applied Sciences. Participants also came from Department of Plant 

Molecular Biology, University of Delhi - South Campus, Amity University, Noida, Rayat Bahra 

University, Punjab, Aligarh Muslim University, Indraprastha University and ICGEB, New Delhi. 

Thirty participants presented their posters in the conference. 

 

The inaugural lecture was delivered by Prof. Akhilesh Tyagi (Senior Professor at Department of 

Plant Molecular Biology, University of Delhi, South Campus) on “Analysis of Rice Gene 

Function During Development”. He explained that how decoded rice genome sequence suggests 

that deletion and fusion of chromosomes, whole genome duplication, segmental duplications and 

tandem duplications have played significant role in shaping the rice genome of about 400 million 

bases and how this knowledge help practice genomics-assisted molecular breeding. 
 

The inaugural lecture was followed by the second talk, which was delivered by Dr. Gopaljee 

Jha (Scientist at National Institute of Plant genome Research, New Delhi) on “Understanding 

microbe-microbe interactions for effective control of plant diseases”. The spotlight of his talk 
was on isolation and characterization of rice associated bacterial strain Burkholderia gladioli 

strain NGJ1 which exhibited broad-spectrum fungal eating (mycophagous) as well as anti-

bacterial activity. 
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The post lunch session started with the presentation of Mr Ankit Kumar from Insecticides 

(India) Limited on “Biological Products Manufactured along with Future Plans of Insecticides 

India Ltd.”. Next lecture was delivered by Dr. Ashok Ganesan form Premas Life Sciences Pvt 

Ltd. on “Current trends in Synthetic Biology” followed by lecture of Mr. Vikram Subramanian 

(CEO & Founder, Biokart India Pvt Ltd) on “Application of Genomics in the field of Plant 

Biology”. 

 

The last invited lecture was delivered by Prof. Arun Jagannath (Professor at Department of 

Botany, University of Delhi) on “The Journey towards DMH11 and the Way Forward” was well 

perceived by students. 
 

30 participants presented their work during poster presentation session. They were assessed for 
their presentations and best poster presentation was also selected for award. These tasks ensured 
active involvement of the participants in the programme. Best poster presentation award was 

received by Ms Afreen Rashid (ICGEB, New Delhi). The 1st runner-up was Mr Waseem Ayoub 
Malik (Aligarh Muslim University) and 2nd runner-up was Mr Ishan Tiwari (Amity Institute of 
Microbial Technology). Consolation prize was given to Ms Himani Agrawal from Amity 

Institute of Microbial Technology. 
 

In this conference the participants were provided with the unique opportunity to learn recent 

updates on Plant Biology, Functional genomics, microbe-microbe interactions with pests and 

pathogen and recent techniques in synthetic biology. 
 

Valedictory session was attended by 85 Students and 10 faculty members. Attendance of 

valedictory session is attached herewith. 
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